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IiO Awards Process at a Glance

Nomination 
Form

• Ongoing thru 
4/5

Eligibility 
Check

• Ongoing thru 
4/5

Application 
Form

• Ongoing thru 
4/21

Judging

• Multiple rounds 
from 4/28-6/16

Finalists & 
Honorable 
Mentions 

Announced

• Notified week 
of 6/26

• Publicly 
announced 
7/17

Winners 
Announced

• Publicly 
announced at 
IiO Awards 
Gala 9/20
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Nominations Process

Nomination 
Form

• Anyone can 
submit

• OK to nominate 
multiple 
advisors

• Advisors can 
self nominate

Eligibility 
Verification

• IiO confirms 
that advisor and 
nonprofit meet 
eligibility criteria

Application 
Form

• Advisor is 
invited to 
complete a 
detailed 
application to 
be considered 
for judging

Submit nominations online via investinothers.org/awards by April 5th

Part One Part Two

Nomination 
Form
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http://investinothers.org/awards


Nomination Form – Requested Information

About the Financial Advisor/Nominee:
� First Name and Last Name
� Company Name
� Company Address, City, State & Zip
� Telephone Number
� E-mail
� LinkedIn URL
� FINRA or IAPD # (for the individual 

advisor, not the firm)
� Broker-Dealer or Custodian

About You/the Nominator:
� First Name and Last Name
� Company Name
� Telephone Number
� E-mail
� Relationship to Advisor
� How you heard about the IiO

Awards

About the Nonprofit:
� Nonprofit Organization Name
� Nonprofit Address, City, State & Zip
� Tax ID Number (can be found at IRS, 

Charity Navigator, GuideStar)
� Nonprofit Contact Name & E-Mail

1 2 3

Submit nominations online via investinothers.org/awards by April 5th

Nomination 
Form
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https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/
http://investinothers.org/awards


Eligibility

Financial Advisors
1. Must be currently working in the U.S. as:

• registered representatives (i.e. Series 7) OR 
• registered investment advisors OR 
• financial advisors with a professional certification (refer to FINRA’s list of designations for examples)

2. Must be active financial advisors, defined by spending at least 75% of their time providing financial 
consultation with clients (households or organizations). 

3. Must have worked in this capacity as an active financial advisor for at least three years. 
4. Must have a record of volunteer involvement with the nonprofit organization that is current and ongoing for 

at least three years.

Nonprofits
• Must be U.S.-based organizations and educational institutions with tax-exempt status granted under the 

Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3). 
• Nonprofits doing work internationally or in another country are eligible if they are a U.S.-based organization 

with tax exempt status granted under the Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3). 

Check the tax exemption status of the nonprofit organization with: IRS, Charity Navigator, GuideStar

Additional information about eligibility can be found at investinothers.org/awards

Eligibility 
Check
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https://www.finra.org/investors/professional-designations
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/
https://www.guidestar.org/
http://investinothers.org/awards


Application Form – Requested Information

About the Nonprofit

1 2 3
About the Advisor

If the nominee and nonprofit meet the eligibility criteria, the nominee will be invited to complete the application (part 2) to be considered for judging.

Award Category Required Attachments
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• Mission and area of impact
• Unmet need the organization 

addresses
• Annual number served
• Number served since 

inception
• Description and demographics 

of population served
• Annual operating budget
• Number of board members 
• Number of full-time 

employees
• Number of volunteers

• Years involved
• Hours per month volunteered
• Leadership positions and dates of 

service
• Volunteer duties and tasks
• Personal donations in each of the 

last three years
• Explanation of any pro-bono 

financial planning or investment 
management services provided

• If assisting in a fundraising capacity, 
how much money personally raised 
in each of the last three fiscal years

• Why this cause is important to you
• What motivated you to become 

involved with the nonprofit
• How you have made an impact on 

the nonprofit and the community it 
serves

• Describe your proudest 
achievement through your work with 
this nonprofit

Select one:
• Catalyst
• Community Service
• Emerging Impact
• Lifetime Achievement
• Volunteer of the Year

• Nonprofit letter of support
• Nonprofit logo
• Nonprofit marketing photo
• Advisor headshot

Application 
Form
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Application Form – FAQ
Application 

Form
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How do the nonprofit areas of impact differ from the award categories?
1. The application requires you to select the area of impact that best fits the

work of the nonprofit, which helps to provide context for the advisor’s 
contributions. The areas of impact to select from are: 
o Arts & Culture
o Education & Youth Programs
o Health & Wellness
o Human Services & Economic Development
o Hunger & Poverty Prevention
o Military & Veterans

1

About the Nonprofit
• Mission and area of impact
• Unmet need the organization 

addresses
• Annual number served
• Number served since 

inception
• Description and demographics 

of population served
• Annual operating budget
• Number of board members 
• Number of full-time 

employees
• Number of volunteersWhat if the nonprofit doesn’t track the metrics required for the 

application?
1. We recommend that the organization does its best to estimate. There are 

optional open response fields in this section of the form should you wish to 
offer any additional explanations. There is also the option to select N/A 
under the demographics in the event that your organization doesn’t track 
this level of detail. 



Application Form – FAQ

• Years involved
• Hours per month volunteered
• Leadership positions and dates of 

service
• Volunteer duties and tasks
• Personal donations in each of the 

last three years
• Explanation of any pro-bono 

financial planning or investment 
management services provided

• If assisting in a fundraising capacity, 
how much money personally raised 
in each of the last three fiscal years

• Why this cause is important to you
• What motivated you to become 

involved with the nonprofit
• How you have made an impact on 

the nonprofit and the community it 
serves

• Describe your proudest 
achievement through your work with 
this nonprofit

Application 
Form
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What should I focus on in the application to make it stronger?
1. The questions “About the Advisor” are the responses that will be most 

closely evaluated by the judges. These are important to complete 
comprehensively. 

2. Overall, don’t be shy! This is your opportunity to brag about your 
involvement with the nonprofit.

3. The open-ended questions about the advisor’s story is your opportunity
to bring your story to life and pull at the heartstrings. Again, don’t be shy.

4. The required nonprofit letter of support is also important, especially for 
those advisors who are a bit bashful. This letter can really tell an 
impactful story from the nonprofit’s perspective.

2
About the Advisor

How will judges take volunteerism in 2020 into account? Will they look 
beyond the three years?
1. The application asks for personal donations and funds raised in 2020, 2021 

and 2022. The judges are sensitive to 2020 being a unique year. If you have 
any anomalies that you wish to address, there is an optional open response in 
this section of the form that gives you the opportunity to do so.



IiO Award Category Descriptions

Emerging Impact Award
(Think Rising Star) Presented to an advisor 45 years of age or younger who is making a mark in their community through their 
outstanding commitment of time, talent, and resources to a nonprofit over a period of at least 3 years, demonstrating exceptional promise 
in what they have already contributed and paving the way for the future.

Community Service Award
(Think Leadership) Presented to an advisor who has made an outstanding impact on a community through leadership contributions to 
a nonprofit organization for at least 3 years. He or she has not only contributed to the long-term sustainability of the nonprofit, but also 
has an established record of motivating and inspiring others. This includes serving with distinction as a fundraiser, board member, 
or other executive position.

Catalyst Award
(Think Initiative) Presented to an advisor who has been an active stimulus for positive change and displayed entrepreneurial vision and 
leadership to a nonprofit organization for at least 3 years. This may involve rejuvenating an organization from failing to thriving, or
helping to launch a new nonprofit organization.

Lifetime Achievement Award
(Think Longevity) Presented to an advisor who has made a profound contribution to a nonprofit organization through an established 
history of distinguished service, where he or she exhibited leadership, provided inspiration, and gained recognition and respect from 
peers and the community over a period of at least 20 years, helping the organization evolve and creating a lasting impact on the future 
of the organization.

Volunteer of the Year Award
(Think Hands-On) Presented to an advisor who has made a significant impact on a nonprofit as a volunteer of at least 3 years by 
working hands-on and giving of their time, talent, and energy to make a lasting impact on the organization, those it serves, and the 
community at large.

Application 
Form
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Please note the orange text for some hints regarding what IiO is looking for 
in each of the award categories.
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Application Form – FAQ

• Nonprofit letter of support
• Nonprofit logo
• Nonprofit marketing photo
• Advisor headshot

Application 
Form
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What should the nonprofit letter of support include?
• A representative from the nonprofit should comment on the advisor nominee’s contributions to 

the organization. The letter is limited to 750 words and should be completed on nonprofit 
letterhead, signed by the nonprofit representative (digital signatures are accepted), and uploaded 
as a PDF file. 

• Please include the following in the response:
§ How long the advisor has been involved with the organization and the average number of

hours the advisor volunteers per month
§ Specific duties and tasks performed by the advisor, including leadership positions held
§ How the advisor’s service has contributed to the nonprofit’s mission and greatest needs
§ Measurable ways the advisor has impacted the nonprofit and community

Do you have a recommendation of what kind of photos work best? 
1. The photos will not impact judging; they are collected as part of the application so IiO can use 

them to promote an applicant’s selection as a finalist.
2. We recommend submitting a photo that the nonprofit might use for its own marketing purposes, 

or of the nominee “in action” volunteering with the nonprofit.
3. If your nonprofit works with a population that you are unable to photograph, again, we would ask 

you to submit whatever photos the organization uses to market itself.

4
Required Attachments

Can we submit additional materials, such as a video, or include links to news articles 
in the application?
1. In order to remain consistent and fair in our judging process, we do not enable the submission of additional 

supporting materials beyond those specified in the instructions.



Judging Criteria

All applications are evaluated using this criteria: 

Impact

Dedication

Contribution

Leadership

Inspiration

Nominee’s impact on 
the nonprofit & 

community

Nominee’s time 
commitment & active 

volunteerism

Nominee’s story is 
compelling & will 
motivate others

Nominee’s leadership 
positions with the 

nonprofit

Nominee’s donations 
and/or fundraising

Judging
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Judging Process

All 
Applications

Round 1

Round 2

Honorable Mentions, 
Finalists, & Winners

Round 3

Judging
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Finalists Announced
Finalists & 
Honorable 
Mentions 

Announced

The fifteen IiO Awards finalists (three in each of the five award categories) are announced every July 
in advance of the annual IiO Awards Gala in September. 

Finalists Announced:
July 17, 2023 through IiO’s website, 
email distribution list, social media, 

and a press release.

13



Honorable Mentions Announced
Finalists & 
Honorable 
Mentions 

Announced

Honorable Mentions Announced:
July 17, 2023 through IiO’s website

The seventy-five IiO Awards honorable mentions (fifteen in each of the five award categories) are 
announced every July in tandem with the finalists. 

The honorable mentions do not go on for further consideration.

They receive $2,000 each in award funding to their charities no later than September 1.
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Invest in Others Awards Gala

The IiO Awards winners (one in each of the five award categories) are announced at the annual 
Invest in Others Awards Gala every September.

Winners Announced: September 20, 2023 at the 
IiO Awards Gala at the Westin Boston Seaport 

District in Boston

Winners 
Announced
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Award Funding

Catalyst
Winner

Catalyst 
Finalist

Catalyst 
Finalist

15 Catalyst 
Honorable 
Mentions

Community 
Service Winner

Community 
Service Finalist

Community 
Service Finalist

15 Community 
Service 

Honorable 
Mentions

Volunteer of the 
Year Winner

Volunteer of 
the Year 
Finalist

Volunteer of 
the Year 
Finalist

15 Volunteer of 
the Year 

Honorable 
Mentions

Emerging Impact 
Winner

Emerging 
Impact Finalist

Emerging 
Impact Finalist

15 Emerging 
Impact 

Honorable 
Mentions

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Winner

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Finalist

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Finalist

15 Lifetime 
Achievement 

Honorable 
Mentions

Total Funds to be Awarded:
$740,000

$25k

$25k

$2k

$60k $60k $60k $60k $100k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$25k

$2k $2k $2k $2k

Winners 
Announced

16



Past Winner/Finalist Nonprofit Areas of Impact
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Winners 
Announced

Education & 
Youth Programs

40%

Health & 
Wellness

26%

Human Services 
& Economic 
Development

24%

Hunger & 
Poverty 

Prevention
10%

Food banks, food pantries and 
food distribution;

Homeless shelters

International support;
Financial literacy; 

Community foundations

Patient & family support; 
Health care facilities & programs; 

Diseases & disorders; 
Treatment & prevention services

Youth mentoring;
Scholarships for education;
College & university prep;
Extracurricular activities



Geographic Distribution of IiO Awards & Grants, 2006-2022
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Key Dates

• Nominations Deadline: April 5, 2023

• Applications Deadline: April 21, 2023

• Finalists Announced: July 17, 2023

• Winners Announced: September 20, 2023 
at the IiO Awards Gala at the Westin Boston Seaport District in Boston

Submit nominations online via investinothers.org/awards by April 5th

Questions? Visit our FAQs or email info@investinothers.org
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http://investinothers.org/awards
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